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episode that befell some weeks earlier. At lunch
time, on February 13, M. Blum, leaving the
Chamber, joined M. Monnet, also a Deputy, and
Mme Monnet in their automobile. Driving along
the Boulevard Saint-Germain, they encountered a
detachment of Camelots du Roy, who had
assembled for the funeral of Jacques Bainville, a
Royalist apostle. The Socialist chieftain was
recognized. Angered by what they regarded as
the blasphemous intruison of an Israelite, scores of
young men surrounded the vehicle, smashed the
windows, dragged out its occupants and belaboured
them with cuffs and kicks. One mourner wrenched
off a tail-light and struck M. Blum with it behind
the ear, severing an artery. If rescue and surgical
care had not been prompt, he would perhaps have
bled to death. The future Prime Minister's scarf
and hat were carried off by the Camelots as
trophies for their " museum." According to the
version of I*Action Franfaise, Leon Blum, " this
roadhog whom not even respect for death can
restrain,3' tried to force his "magnificent motor
car " across the funeral procession, while shouting
in a stentorian voice : " Who are these cads ? *'
He was properly chastised, the account maintained,
for his sacrilegious impertinence. It happened
that an amateur photographer was making a
cinema reel of the gathering. His films showed
that the assault took place twenty minutes before
the arrival of the cortigt, and that the " magnificent
motor car " was an ancient four-cylinder Citroen.
There were storms in the Chamber, arrests and